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Government of Malawi
PRESS RELEASE
LAUNCH OF THE 50 MILLION AFRICAN WOMEN SPEAK PLATFORM IN MALAWI
LILONGWE, 18TH FEBRUARY, 2021

The Ministry of Gender, Community Development and Social Welfare, in collaboration with the Ministry of Trade, wishes to inform the public that Malawi will launch the 50 Million African Women Speak Platform (50 MAWSP) on 18th February, 2021. The objective of the platform is to further enhance the economic empowerment of women through the provision of an online platform to access real-time information on financial and non-financial services. The platform can be accessible on www.womenconnect.org and is also available as an app on the Google Play and Apple stores.
In September 2016, COMESA signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the East African Community and the Economic Community of West African States, to jointly implement the 50MAWSP. The development of the platform and the preliminary phase of generating the content of the platform were successfully undertaken in 2019. COMESA, in collaboration with its implementing partners and the African Development Bank launched the Platform on 26th November, 2019 during the Global Gender Summit in Kigali, Rwanda to unveil the platform to the world. Thereafter, COMESA Member States were also encouraged to conduct national launches.
The purpose of the national launch of the 50MAWSP is to enroll users and create awareness about the existence of the platform to key stakeholders, including women in business, policy makers, development partners, women organizations, youth organizations, civil society organizations, financial institutions, communication institutions, telecommunication firms, internet service providers and the general public. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, in order to comply with the COVID-19 pandemic measures, the member states will hold the launch events virtually in order to meet the basic prevention guidelines which Member States have put in place. In view of this, Malawi has opted for a hybrid launch where a limited number of high-level dignitaries and selected stakeholders including women’s representatives and the media will physically congregate in accordance with the stipulated government health guidelines. The hybrid launch will be held on Thursday, 18th February, 2021 at Capital Hotel in Lilongwe, from 10:00AM and it will be presided over by the Minister of Gender Community Development and Social Welfare, Honourable Dr. Patricia Kaliati as the Guest of Honour. The representatives from the COMESA and AfDB will attend the launch event virtually. 
The Ministries of Gender, Community Development and Social Welfare, and Trade are, therefore, calling upon all stakeholders and Malawians to participate in the launch of the 50 Million African Women Speak Platform in appreciation of women’s contributions towards the economic development of our country through participation in entrepreneurship activities. 

Roselyn Makhumula
SECRETARY FOR GENDER, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL WELFARE
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